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Readers

Use your gifts to serve God and others in the name of Christ




Reader Ministry is a nationally recognised lay ministry that makes a vital
contribution to the ministry of the Church. Readers are lay people, called by
God, trained and licensed by the Church to preach, teach, lead worship and
assist in pastoral, evangelistic and liturgical work, providing a bridge
between the Church and the world. They play an important part in
nurturing Christian discipleship in the Church and wider world.

Growing in God



What are Readers called to
do?

Readers are called to share their passion to preach and teach God’s Word
amongst their communities, deepening an awareness of God’s presence
and enabling others to flourish in sharing Christ’s love with all.

They are called to be rooted in faithfulness so that their preaching and

teaching enable people to let God’s story become their story. They work
collaboratively in ministry, parish or benefice teams to build and sustain
the growing inclusivity of the Church in worship, prayer and discipleship.

They are called to be responsive to the Word of God and enable the
mission of God to be revealed in love, through the modelling of everyday
faith, prayer and witness in their daily living, be it at work, home, social
networks or the church.

They are called to be resilient, amidst the changes and challenges that life
brings, in the modelling of good leadership in terms of humility, team work
and self-care.
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As a Reader, I enjoy being a member of a Ministry Team serving five
parishes, by leading morning and evening prayer services, assisting
at communion, preaching and leading intercessory prayer. In my
Reader ministry I have had great fun leading Messy Church, Easter
egg hunts, Christingle, Crib and Carol services and Rogation trailer
rides.

Derek Johns — Reader ’9



Where do Readers minister?

Church: As Readers are theologically trained, they can lead worship, assist
at Eucharistic services, preach and take funerals in Church within the
structure of their ministry team. They may teach, work in schools or lead
Home Groups, and may assist with baptism or confirmation preparation.

Community: some may engage in pastoral work within the community,
visiting the sick, running parent/toddler groups, Messy Church or
Foodbanks.

Workplace: Readers can enable opportunities for prayer, teaching or a
listening ear within their work context. Some develop a chaplaincy role in
the work-place.




Explore your calling

It will be assumed that you are a communicant and a regular
worshipper in the Church of England, so do talk to your incumbent as
their support and that of the PCC is required for your application.
Reflect and pray for guidance and chat to friends and other members of
the congregation about your exploration.

Contact Lauren Moore, the Diocesan Learning Development Manager,
who will guide you through the current discernment processes including
enabling you to meet with the Deputy Warden of Readers and other
Readers before moving onto the more formal aspect of selection for
further training.

As with all ministries potential Readers need to complete a DBS check
and the Safeguarding training courses, in line with Diocesan
Safeguarding Policy.




Training

Initial training is conducted in group cohorts and is usually completed in
two years. The training has a modular approach and is implemented
through seminars, workshops, webinars, online learning and occasional
residential study weekends.

Assessment is on-going through written assignments, reflective practice
and ministerial tasks, including a 12-week placement.

After completion, ongoing training is encouraged through IME2 for the first
three years, and thereafter through diocesan study days.

The training is accredited by The Central Readers’ Council which is
dedicated to serving the ministry of Readers in the British Isles and Europe.




Reader ministry is distinctive

Readers are licensed to a parish or benefice by the Bishop to serve God in
the world and Christ’s Church.

The focused training enables Readers to have a distinctive role in their
communities:

» to preach and teach with depth and enthusiasm

 to be the living embodiment of the link between faith and theology and
everyday life

» to lead worship with reverence and creativity

» to respond with compassion and wisdom to the needs within their
community

 to realise the potential of their God-given gifts

 to be a servant of Christ, showing love and humility in collaborative
ministry.
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For more
information

Please visit our website

cofesuffolk.org and search ‘exploring
your Christian calling’. Or for resources
and training specific to this role please
visit: insight.cofesuffolk.org

To register an interest or for further
enquiries regarding discernment please
contact:

Lauren Moore
Learning Development Manager
lauren.moore@cofesuffolk.org

or Barbara Hill

Deputy Warden of Readers
deputywarden.readers@cofesuffolk.org
Phone: 07957 908981

General enquiries about Readers:
Lesley Steed

Mission and Ministry Team Senior
Administrator
lesley.steed@cofesuffolk.org
Phone 07485 348889

We welcome people of all backgrounds,
races, and ethnicities to bring their
talents to our team. Our recruitment
processes are designed to be fair,
transparent, and accessible, ensuring
that all candidates have equal
opportunities to succeed.

We seek to embed racial justice to our
processes and if you would like to
contact our Diocesan UKME Vocations
Champion for support please email:
vocationschampion@cofesuffolk.org
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